LI HUNG-CHANG

And this moral quality of courage is the more
remarkable because, in the matter of physical bravery,
Li Hung-chang had always been distinguished for
adopting the better part of discretion. In his cam-
paigns against the Taipings, and later against the
Nienfei, he was not wont to seek a bubble reputation
at the cannon's mouth or to lead his forces in the
field. He professed to admire the courage displayed
by Tseng Kuo-fan and Tso Tsung-tang and Gordon,
but there is no doubt that in his heart he liked the
pen far better than the sword and regarded ordeal
by battle as unworthy of the Superior Man. He
realised that someone must be found to face it; also,
that the path of military glory might prove the
shortest road to power : but throughout his military
career his first care was to preserve for his country and
himself a life which he always regarded as very valu-
able. Yet in the field of politics and public life, where
elements of personal danger were ever present, he
showed no disposition to conciliate or avert them.
He played his game of statecraft with cool courage
and took his risks like a man, even when they in-
cluded the tremendous possibility of evoking the
divine wrath of the Old Buddha.

A striking example of his moral courage, displayed
at the very outset of his career, in opposition to aU
the vested interests and traditions of the literati^
was his famous Memorial (above quoted) on China's
foreign relations submitted to the Throne in iS6j*
Another equally remarkable example was given in
the last year of his life, in a Memorial which publicly
rebuked and admonished Her Majesty for her share
in. the Boxer madness. A translation of this Stcte'

1 Fide supra, p. 84*